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 I t ’ s  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  y e a r  w h e r e  m a n y  
a s s e s s m e n t s  a n d  t e s t s  a r e  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  
s c h o o l .  Y e a r  o n e  c h i l d r e n  c o m p l e t e  a  p h o n i c s  
c h e c k  w h i c h  i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  a  1 : 1  b a s i s  i n  J u n e .  
T h i s  i s  a  s t a t u t o r y  t e s t  t h a t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  a c r o s s  
t h e  c o u n t r y  h a v e  t o  c o m p l e t e  a n d  r e s u l t s  a r e  
s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  L A  a n d  D F E .  
C h i l d r e n  i n  y e a r  t w o  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g  S t a t u t o r y  t e s t s  
d u r i n g  t h e  e n d  o f  M a y  a n d  b e g i n n i n g  o f  J u n e .  T h e  
r e s u l t s  o f  t h e s e  t e s t s  i n  R e a d i n g  a n d  M a t h s ,  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a s s e s s e d  p i e c e s  o f  W r i t i n g ,  a r e  
u s e d  t o  s u p p o r t  t e a c h e r  a s s e s s m e n t  j u d g e m e n t s .  
T h e s e  r e s u l t s  a r e  t h e n  s h a r e d  w i t h  t h e  
D e p a r t m e n t  f o r  e d u c a t i o n ,  L o c a l  A u t h o r i t y  a n d  
t h e  s c h o o l  t o  w h i c h  y o u r  c h i l d  w i l l  b e  
t r a n s f e r r i n g .  W e  t r y  t o  m a k e  t h e  t e s t i n g  t i m e  a s  
u n - s t r e s s f u l  a s  p o s s i b l e  b y  w o r k i n g  i n  s m a l l  
g r o u p s ,  g i v i n g  r e g u l a r  b r e a k s  a n d  u s i n g  t h e  t e r m  
“ q u i z z e s ”  w h e n  r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  t e s t s .  I f  
y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  k n o w  a n y t h i n g  e l s e  
a b o u t  t h e  p r o c e s s  o r  h o w  y o u  c a n  b e s t  
s u p p o r t  y o u r  c h i l d  t h e n  p l e a s e  d o n ’ t  
h e s i t a t e  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  c l a s s  t e a c h e r s  i n  
S h a r k s  a n d  S t a r f i s h .  
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Welcome back to a new school term. We hope that you all had a great Easter break. We had a fabulous start to the new 
term with our Annual Arts week. Children took part in Dance, Drama, Cookery and lots of different Art workshops all on a 
European theme. This ties in with an E-twinning project that we have arranged to share examples of art work by a host of 
different European artists. We are busy completing all the displays in school and there will be an opportunity to view all 
the children’s work at the end of the school day on Thursday 3rd May. There is also a European breakfast planned this 
term for the following day Wednesday May 2nd. More details to follow.  

During the summer terms, 
Sports funding is being used to 
support balance bike training for 
reception children and provide 
scooter activities for year one 
and two. Dates are at the end of 
the newsletter. In addition it will 
also fund coach travel for countryside walks to-
wards the end of the school year. 

Year one children have been invited to attend a 
cluster Infant cricket festival at Dove Holes which 
again is fully financed by School sports funding. 

Additionally our after school Dance 
group will be taking part in Cluster 
Cheerfest at New Mills on May 8th. 
Parents of children attending will 
receive a separate letter with a few 

more details.  
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The snow has kept the Secret Gardeners out of the 
garden over the last few months but we have still been 
very busy working on our action plan to make our 
school more environmentally friendly.  The committee 
have helped to clear the snow in the playground and 
have been planning for the months ahead, researching 

planting ideas and which plants will grow well together in our new 
edible bed.  We have also been excited to see the bulbs we planted 
in the Autumn coming through in our pots showing us that Spring is 
here. The ECO Committee has also been happy to see a  decrease 
in the amount of litter we have picked up in our litter picks. We have 
just applied to renew our green flag and are looking forward to being 
visited by ECO Schools to show them all the work we have been 
doing. 

ECO Tip:  Remember if you are having a spring clean, 
reuse, recycle or donate rather than adding to landfill 
sites.   
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Hi all, 

Welcome back – I hope you all had a lovely Easter holiday. 

Firstly I would like to say a heartfelt thank you - The Zumabthon was amazing! The 
children’s dancing was superb as was the teachers and of course yours! We have 
raised over £1550 – it is not too late to send in sponsorship money if you haven’t 
done so already. 

Don’t forget the Spring Disco is taking place on Thursday 26th April, as ever we will 
be needing volunteers to help run the activities – there will be two shifts 5:30-6:15 
and 6:15-7:00. There will be glitter tattoos, cafe, tombola and more fun and games to cover. If you can help 
please email or post on Facebook or you can usually find me in Nursery. 

I know I have mentioned this lots but it is my final year as chair and we are looking for someone to replace 
me and we are always looking for new volunteers to join us – please get in touch if you are interested or 
think you may be able to help. 

Don’t forget you can join our closed Facebook group by searching Buxton Infant School PTA, you can also 
join our email list by contacting us on buxtoninfantpta@gmail.com 

Many thanks, 

Laura Bowers (Chair of the PTA) 

 

The school council are 
very excited about their 
hook a duck game 
which will be out at the 
school disco, so please 
come and have a go 
and help them raise 
some money! 

Following arts week the school council 
will also be getting together to provide 
some information to give out at the open 
evening to tell parents about all the excit-
ing things we got up to during the week. 
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D e s p i t e  o u r  b e s t  e f f o r t s  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  n a t i o n a l  a n d  s c h o o l  p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  
a t t e n d a n c e  t h e r e  s t i l l  s e e m s  t o  b e  s o m e  c o n f u s i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h i s  i s s u e .  T o  
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a t t e n d s  s c h o o l  o n c e  t h e y  a r e  o f  s t a t u t o r y  s c h o o l  a g e .  T h e  D F E  a s k s  s c h o o l  t o  
t a k e  e v e r y  s t e p  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  a t t e n d  s c h o o l  9 5 %  o f  t h e  t i m e .  T h i s  
e q u a t e s  t o  o n l y  9  f u l l  d a y s  m i s s e d  ( 1 8  r e g i s t r a t i o n s )  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  
y e a r .  W h e r e  a n n u a l  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  b e l o w  9 0 %  (  1 9  f u l l  d a y s  o f f  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  

y e a r )  t h i s  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  p e r s i s t e n t  a b s e n t e e i s m .  S c h o o l  m u s t  m o n i t o r  a t t e n d a n c e  a n d  
w h e r e  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  s e e n  t o  b e  f a l l i n g  c l o s e  t o  o r  b e l o w  
9 0 %  h a v e  a  d u t y  t o  r e f e r  t h e  m a t t e r  t o  t h e  a t t e n d a n c e  
o f f i c e r  a t  s o c i a l  c a r e  i f  t h e r e  i s  n o t  a  k n o w n  m e d i c a l  
r e a s o n  f o r  w h y  t h e  c h i l d  c a n n o t  r e g u l a r l y  a t t e n d .  
S c h o o l s  a r e  N O T  a l l o w e d  t o  a u t h o r i s e  t e r m  t i m e  a b s e n c e  
f o r  a  h o l i d a y  a n d  w e  w i l l  n o t  d o  s o ,  n o t  e v e n  f o r  t w o  
d a y s .  H e a d t e a c h e r s  a n d  g o v e r n o r s  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  
a u t h o r i s e  a b s e n c e  f o r  e v e n t s  w h i c h  t h e  c h i l d  w o u l d  n o t  
h a v e  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  a t t e n d  i n  t h e  s c h o o l  h o l i d a y s  e . g .  
a  f a m i l y  w e d d i n g  t h a t  i s  o n l y  o c c u r r i n g  o n  t h a t  d a t e ,  a n  
i n v i t a t i o n  t o  s t u d y  a b r o a d .  I f  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  n o t  
a u t h o r i s e d  O R  a  c h i l d  i s  a b s e n t  w i t h o u t  r e a s o n  f o r  a  
n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  O R  t h e  s c h o o l  i s  s u r e  t h a t  a  c h i l d  h a s  
b e e n  o n  h o l i d a y  b u t  b e e n  p h o n e d  i n  i l l ,  t h e  m a t t e r  w i l l  
b e  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  L o c a l  A u t h o r i t y  w h o  d o  h a v e  t h e  p o w e r  
t o  f i n e  p a r e n t s .  T h i s  m o n e y  D O E S  N O T  c o m e  t o  t h e  
s c h o o l .  T h e  f i n i n g  s y s t e m  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  d e t e r  p a r e n t s  
f r o m  b o o k i n g  t e r m  t i m e  h o l i d a y s  a n d  t o  k e e p  i n d i v i d u a l  
a t t e n d a n c e  a b o v e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d e d  9 5 %  e a c h  y e a r .  
P L E A S E  d o  N O T  b o o k  t e r m  t i m e  h o l i d a y s .  
 
 

Dates: 

Bags to school collection: Tuesday 17th April 

Come to school in party clothes to bring chocolate for spring Disco: Friday 20th 
April 

Cricket festival for year one: Tuesday 24th April p.m. 

Spring Disco: Thursday 26th April 5.30-7.00 

Year One visit BJS: Thursday 1st May 

Reception to visit year 3 at BJS: Tuesday 3rd May 

Arts week open exhibition: Thursday 3rd May-school open from 2.30-4.30 

European Breakfast: Wednesday May 2nd Further details to follow 

PTA Spring Disco: Thursday 11th May 

Scootability training: Year Two Monday 14th May, Year one Tuesday 15th May 

Balance Bike Training for Reception begins 7th June 

Grandparents’ afternoon in Rainbow Fish:  Reception Thursday 24th May 

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r  w e  h a v e  s e v e r a l  e v e n t s  w i t h  p u p i l s  f r o m  B u x t o n  J u n i o r  S c h o o l  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  g o o d  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  a n d  t o  e a s e  t r a n s i t i o n  w h e n  t h e  t i m e  c o m e s  f o r  c h i l d r e n  
t o  m o v e  u p  t o  k e y  s t a g e  t w o .  T h i s  t e r m  C h i l d r e n  f r o m  R e c e p t i o n  a n d  y e a r  o n e  w i l l  b o t h  b e  
m a k i n g  v i s i t s  t o  B J S  t o  t a k e  p a r t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  p u p i l s  i n  y e a r  t w o  w i l l  h a v e  a  
w h o l e  v a r i e t y  o f  e v e n t s  t o  p r e p a r e  t h e m  f o r  t h e i r  m o v e  i n  S e p t e m b e r .  A  s e p a r a t e  l e t t e r  w i l l  
d e t a i l  y e a r  2  e v e n t s  a n d  t h e  f u l l  t r a n s i t i o n  p r o g r a m m e .  
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