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Happy New Year and welcome back.  We hope that you all had a good Christmas break and are 
ready for a new school term. 
 
 

We were sorry to see Mrs Bridges and Miss Mason leaving us at the end of December. We have enjoyed working with them 
and we wish them all the best for the future.  

Mrs Bates is now teaching full time in Dolphins class and Miss Dobson is still teaching in year one, but now in Seahorses 
alongside Miss Beresford. The children already know Miss Dobson and have taken to the new arrangements really well. 

 

 

        

              Mrs Koontz                    Mrs  Mcnamara 

 

      
Mrs Bates                       Miss Dobson               Miss Beresford              

We are pleased to welcome Mrs Koontz to teach in Green Sea  

alongside Mrs Mcnamara.  
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Don’t forget that we have a school website to help keep you updated with all our school news. If you lose a letter 
or one doesn’t arrive home then do use the website where you will find an electronic version to help you. You will 
also find the Smiler there to help remind you of forthcoming dates. We will always issue reminders of dates and 
letter information through our schools app. If you don’t already have the app on your phone and would like to 
download it then please pick up some information from the school office. 



� � � � � � �
� � � � � � � � �

��������

We will once again be inviting all dads and male carers to join children in 
school for a fun packed morning of events on Thursday 7th March. This 
has been very popular in recent years and we will be inviting you into 
school to work alongside your child in activities 
such as Sports, Science experiments and cookery! 
There will be the chance to stay and have lunch 
with your child after the morning’s fun.  Keep the 
date in your diary and further information will follow 
in a letter. 

Y e a r  o n e  a n d  t w o  a r e  l e a r n i n g  a l l  a b o u t  a m a z i n g  i n v e n t i o n s  a n d  e x p e r i m e n t s  t h i s  t e r m  
d u r i n g  t h e i r  p r o j e c t  l e s s o n s .  Y o u  w i l l  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a  p r o j e c t  w e b  g i v i n g  y o u  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  “ W O W ” t o p i c ,  w h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  l e a r n i n g  a n d  h o w  y o u  c a n  
h e l p  a t  h o m e .  I f  y o u ’ v e  m i s l a i d  i t ,  y o u  c a n  a l s o  f i n d  i t  o n  t h e  w e b s i t e .  L e a r n i n g  w i l l  b e  
s u p p o r t e d  b y  a  v i s i t  f r o m  t h e  H i s t o r y  V a n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  m o n t h .  C h i l d r e n  i n  
R e c e p t i o n  h a v e  “ U n d e r  t h e  S e a  “ a s  t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s  c h o s e n  f o c u s .   
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W e  a r e  d e l i g h t e d  t h a t  o u r  
l o c a l  T e s c o  i s  s u p p o r t i n g  
B u x t o n  I n f a n t  S c h o o l  w i t h  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  p r o v i s i o n s  f o r  o u r  
e v e n t s  t h i s  y e a r .  
M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s c h o o l  
c o u n c i l  w i l l  b e  v i s i t i n g  o u r  
l o c a l  T e s c o  s t o r e  t o  m e e t  
s t a f f ,  t a l k  a b o u t  f u t u r e  
p r o j e c t s  a n d  t h e  s u p p o r t  t h a t  
T e s c o  h a v e  k i n d l y  o f f e r e d  
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This term the children from year  two will benefit from some cricket coaching delivered by 
The  Derbyshire Cricket Board. Year one will receive football coaching delivered by Chris 
Hill sports coaches and Reception will receive Balance Bike training. Year one children 
were invited to take part in the infant sports festival alongside other schools in Buxton 
and spent a great morning  taking part in a wide variety of activities. 

Our annual Arts Week is scheduled a little earlier in the year than previ-
ously and will take place directly after half term. This year we are focus-
sing on a variety of Art and Artists, past and present , from around the 

UK. Look out for a letter towards 
the end of this term with further 
information about workshops. 
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It is always great to see so many of you at our weekly Learning Together 
mornings throughout the term. This term these will be on a Friday at 8.55 
( for all but year one) and are usually Reading together sessions. Year 
one classes will continue with their Wednesday Reading Together slot for 
this term. There will also be a phonics session for parents to join in with 
on Friday 8th February.  
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Y e a r  t w o  c h i l d r e n  h a v e  b e e n  b u s y  w o r k i n g  w i t h  C a r o l i n e  i n  A r t  B o x  
l a s t  t e r m .  T h e y  p r o d u c e d  s o m e  b e a u t i f u l  c e r a m i c  C h r i s t m a s  
d e c o r a t i o n s .  A l l  c h i l d r e n  i n  s c h o o l  g e t  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s p e n d  s o m e  
t i m e  i n  t h e  w o r k s h o p  e a c h  y e a r .  

D e a r  p a r e n t s  a n d  C a r e r s   
 
I  h o p e  e v e r y b o d y  h a d  a  l o v e l y  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  N e w  Y e a r .  T h a n k  y o u  
t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  a t t e n d e d  o u r  C h r i s t m a s  f u n  t i m e  e v e n t  a n d  
e v e r y o n e  w h o  d o n a t e d  c h o c o l a t e .  W i t h  y o u r  h e l p  w e  m a n a g e d  t o  
r a i s e  o v e r  £ 5 0 0 ,  a n d  a g a i n  t h a n k  y o u  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  h e l p e d  o u t  
a t  t h e  e v e n t .  
 
I  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s a y  a  b i g  t h a n k  y o u  t o  G r e e n  L a n e  N u r s e r y  
a n d  P l a y d a y s  w h o  h a v e  b o u g h t  B u x t o n  I n f a n t  S c h o o l  a  
d e f i b r i l l a t o r .  T h e  S t a f f  a n d  t h e  C h i l d r e n  h a v e  d o n e  s o m e  
i n c r e d i b l e  f u n d r a i s i n g  e v e n t s .  T h e  s t a f f  t o o k  p a r t  i n  a  s p o n s o r e d  
1 8  m i l e  w a l k  a r o u n d  B u x t o n ,  s t a r t i n g  a t  N u r s e r y  a t  7 a m  a n d  
w a l k i n g  V i a  S o l o m o n ' s  T e m p l e ,  B u r b a g e  e d g e ,  S h i n i n g  T o r ,  P y m  
C h a i r ,  E r r w o o d  r e s o v o i r  a n d  C o r b a r  c r o s s  b e f o r e  a r r i v i n g  b a c k  a t  
G r e e n  l a n e  N u r s e r y  a t  a r o u n d  6 p m .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  2  d i d  a  
s p o n s o r e d  b o u n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  c h i l d r e n  2 +  a n d  3 +  w a l k e d  t o  

S o l o m a n ' s  T e m p l e  a n d  a c r o s s  M a m  T o r  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  
I n  t o t a l  t h e y  r a i s e d  £ 3 5 0 0  g i v i n g  t h e m  e n o u g h  t o  b u y  2  d e f i b r i l l a t o r s  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  
g e n e r o u s l y  d o n a t e d  o n e  t o  u s ,  w h i c h  i s   i n c r e d i b l e ,  W e l l  d o n e  t o  e v e r y o n e  w h o  t o o k  
p a r t  i n  a n  e v e n t  a n d  r a i s e d  s o  m u c h  m o n e y .  
 
D a t e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  P T A  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  s o o n ,  a n d  p l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  j o i n  
o u r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e .  
 
T h a n k s  e v e r y o n e ,  
 
P h i l l i p p a  C a v a n a g h  
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I t  i s  n a t i o n a l  e - s a f e t y  w e e k  t h i s  t e r m  a n d  t h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  b e  s p e n d i n g  a  d a y  i n  t h e i r  
a n i m a l  t e a m s  e x p l o r i n g  f u r t h e r  t h e  w a y s  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  c a n  k e e p  t h e m s e l v e s  s a f e  w h e n  
u s i n g  n e w  t e c h n o l o g y .  W h i l s t  g a m e s  a n d  o n l i n e  c o n t e n t  c a n  b e  a  f a b u l o u s  r e s o u r c e  
f o r  c h i l d r e n  i t ’ s  r e a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  p a r e n t s  a n d  c a r e r s  a r e  f u l l y  a w a r e  o f  s o m e  o f  
t h e  r i s k s  o f  u n s u p e r v i s e d  a c c e s s  t o  m a n y  p o p u l a r  a n d  s e e m i n g l y  s a f e  s i t e s  a n d  g a m e s  
e . g  Y o u t u b e .  T h e  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  h a v e  a  f o c u s  a f t e r n o o n  o n  e - s a f e t y  o n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  
W e d n e s d a y  6 t h  F e b r u a r y  a n d  w i l l  b r i n g  h o m e  s o m e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  
t h a t  s c h o o l  s e s s i o n .  



Despite our best efforts to communicate national and school policy regarding at-
tendance there still seems to be some confusion surrounding this issue.  
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tends school once they are of statutory school age. The DFE asks school to take 
every step to ensure that children attend school 95% of the time. This equates to 
9 full days (18 registrations) over the course of the year. Where annual attend-
ance is below 90% ( 19 full days off in the school year) this is regarded as persis-
tent absenteeism. School must monitor attendance and where attendance is seen 
to be falling close to or below 90% have a duty to refer the matter to the attend-

ance officer at social care if there is not a known medical reason for why the child cannot regularly attend. 
Schools are NOT allowed to authorise term time absence for a holiday and we will not do so, not even for two 
days. Headteachers and governors are allowed to authorise absence for events which the child would not 
have an opportunity to attend in the school holidays e.g a family wedding that is only occurring on that date, an 
invitation to study abroad. If an application is not authorised OR a child is absent without reason for a number 
of days OR the school is sure that a child has been on holiday but been phoned in ill, the matter will be re-
ferred to the Local Authority who do have the power to fine parents. This money DOES NOT come to the 
school. The fining system is designed to deter parents from booking term time holidays and to keep individual 
attendance above the recommended 95% each year. Although we cannot say categorically that you will re-
ceive a fine, it is likely that you will be issued a fine for unauthorised term time absence that is more than two 
days OR you have taken several one day absences over the course of the academic year. The arrangements 
are the same for all schools in the Buxton Cluster. 
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H i s t o r y  V a n  V i s i t -  W e d n e s d a y  2 3 r d  J a n u a r y  f o r  y e a r  O n e  a n d  y e a r  
T w o  
E - s a f e t y  a f t e r n o o n :  W e d n e s d a y  6 t h  F e b r u a r y  
 
P h o n i c s  t o g e t h e r :  F r i d a y  8 t h  F e b r u a r y  
 
D a d ’ s  d a y :  T h u r s d a y  7 t h  M a r c h  
 
P a r e n t  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  n e x t  t e r m  o n  M a r c h  7 t h  a n d  M a r c h  t h e  
9 t h .   
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