Happy New Year and welcome back. We hope that you all had a good Christmas break and are
ready for a new school term.

We were sorry to see Mrs Bridges and Miss Mason leaving us at the end of December. We have enjoyed working with them
and we wish them all the best for the future.

Mrs Bates is now teaching full time in Dolphins class and Miss Dobson is still teaching in year one, but now in Seahorses
alongside Miss Beresford. The children already know Miss Dobson and have taken to the new arrangements really well.
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Mrs Koontz Mrs Mcnamara

Mrs Bates Miss Dobson Miss Beresford
We are pleased to welcome Mrs Koontz to teach in Green Sea

alongside Mrs Mcnamara.

Don't forget that we have a school website to help keep you updated with all our school news. If you lose a letter "™
or one doesn't arrive home then do use the website where you will find an electronic version to help you. You will =™ -
also find the Smiler there to help remind you of forthcoming dates. We will always issue reminders of dates and
letter information through our schools app. If you don’t already have the app on your phone and would like to
download it then please pick up some information from the school office.
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Year one and two are learning all about amazing inventions and experiments this term
during their project lessons. You will have received a project web giving you
information about our “WOW"topic, what the children will be learning and how you can
help at home. If you've mislaid it, you can also find it on the website. Learning will be
supported by a visit from the History Van at the end of the month. Children in
Reception have “Under the Sea “as the children’s chosen focus.

This term the children from year two will benefit from some cricket coaching delivered by

The Derbyshire Cricket Board. Year one will receive football coaching delivered by Chris e s
Hill sports coaches and Reception will receive Balance Bike training. Year one children

were invited to take part in the infant sports festival alongside other schools in Buxton - '
and spent a great morning taking part in a wide variety of activities.

We will once again be inviting all dads and male carers to join children in
school for a fun packed morning of events on Thursday 7th March. This We are delighted that our

has been very popular in recent years and we will be inviting you into local Tesco is supporting
school to work alongside your child in activities Buxton Infant School with a
such as Sports, Science experiments and cookery! variety of provisions for our
There will be the chance to stay and have lunch events this year.

with your child after the morning’s fun. Keep the Members of the school

date in your diary and further information will follow council will be visiting our

in a letter. , local Tesco store to meet
staff, talk about future
projects and the support that
Tesco have kindly offered

Our annual Arts Week is scheduled a little earlier in the year than previ- TE SCO
ously and will take place directly after half term. This year we are focus-
sing on a variety of Art and Artists, past and present, from around the

UK. Look out for a letter towards

the end of this term with further
information about workshops.

[
It is always great to see so many of you at our weekly Learning Together
mornings throughout the term. This term these will be on a Friday at 8.55
(for all but year one) and are usually Reading together sessions. Year
one classes will continue with their Wednesday Reading Together slot for

this term. There will also be a phonics session for parents to join in with
on Friday 8th February.
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Dear parents and Carers

| would also like to say a big thank you to Green Lane Nursery
and Playdays who have bought Buxton Infant School a

Hhﬂg 'I'I'-Eﬂﬂﬂdﬂﬁﬂmﬁ | hope everybody had a lovely Christmas and New Year. Thank you

' to everyone who attended our Christmas fun time event and

\;’ everyone who donated chocolate. With your help we managed to

\:;5. )( raise over £500, and again thank you to everyone who helped out

'-.“ -+ tﬁr at the event.

-

defibrillator. The Staff and the Children have done some

L incredible fundraising events. The staff took part in a sponsored

'?f i-.\ 18 mile walk around Buxton, starting at Nursery at 7am and

iii“ walking Via Solomon's Temple, Burbage edge, Shining Tor, Pym
d’ Chair, Errwood resovoir and Corbar cross before arriving back at

TﬂﬂEihEF'lEﬂﬂﬂ 0 40 munh Green lane Nursery at around 6pm. The children under 2 did a

sponsored bounce, while the children 2+ and 3+ walked to

Soloman's Temple and across Mam Tor respectively.

In total they raised £3500 giving them enough to buy 2 defibrillators and they have

generously donated one to us, which is incredible, Well done to everyone who took

part in an event and raised so much money.

Dates for the next PTA meeting will be announced soon, and please remember to join
our Facebook page.

Thanks everyone,

Phillippa Cavanagh
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It is national e-safety week this term and the children will be spending a day in their
animal teams exploring further the ways in which they can keep themselves safe when
using new technology. Whilst games and online content can be a fabulous resource
for children it’s really important that parents and carers are fully aware of some of
the risks of unsupervised access to many popular and seemingly safe sites and games
e.g Youtube. The children will have a focus afternoon on e-safety on the afternoon of
Wednesday 6th February and will bring home some additional information following
that school session.
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Year two children have been busy working with Caroline in Art Box
last term. They produced some beautiful ceramic Christmas
decorations. All children in school get an opportunity to spend some
time in the workshop each year.
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Despite our best efforts to communicate national and school policy regarding at-
tendance there still seems to be some confusion surrounding this issue.

tends school once they are of statutory school age. The DFE asks school to take

every step to ensure that children attend school 95% of the time. This equates to

9 full days (18 registrations) over the course of the year. Where annual attend-

ance is below 90% ( 19 full days off in the school year) this is regarded as persis-

tent absenteeism. School must monitor attendance and where attendance is seen

to be falling close to or below 90% have a duty to refer the matter to the attend-
ance officer at social care if there is not a known medical reason for why the child cannot regularly attend.
Schools are NOT allowed to authorise term time absence for a holiday and we will not do so, not even for two
days. Headteachers and governors are allowed to authorise absence for events which the child would not
have an opportunity to attend in the school holidays e.g a family wedding that is only occurring on that date, an
invitation to study abroad. If an application is not authorised OR a child is absent without reason for a number
of days OR the school is sure that a child has been on holiday but been phoned in ill, the matter will be re-
ferred to the Local Authority who do have the power to fine parents. This money DOES NOT come to the
school. The fining system is designed to deter parents from booking term time holidays and to keep individual
attendance above the recommended 95% each year. Although we cannot say categorically that you will re-
ceive afine, it is likely that you will be issued a fine for unauthorised term time absence that is more than two
days OR you have taken several one day absences over the course of the academic year. The arrangements
are the same for all schools in the Buxton Cluster.

History Van Visit- Wednesday 23rd January for year One and year
-IE-\—Nsoafety afternoon: Wednesday 6th February

Phonics together: Friday 8th February

Dad’s day: Thursday 7th March

Parent consultations will be next term on March 7th and March the
9th.




